
Hydrangea Care Guide 

Following just a few simple growing tips for hydrangea will produce healthy lants with fluffy 

colorful blooms year after year. 

Planting Your hydrangea 
Planting your hydrangea in early spring or in the fall is ideal. When you are planting a hydran-

gea, remember that the blooms and stems must be protected from strong winds and the hot 

afternoon sun. Avoid planting in open areas where strong winds could break stems. Planting 

on the eastern side of a building ensures that, in the afternoon, when the sun is at its hottest, 

your plants are in the shade. 

Make sure your plant has good drainage. If the soil is too wet, the roots might rot and the 

plant will die. Incorporate a lot of organic matter and an all-purpose slow-release fertilizer in-

to the soil to give your hydrangea a strong start. 

General Hydrangea Care 

 If you plant them in the summer, they need a lot more water in the beginning to estab-

lish the root system. 

 Most varieties thrive in full sun or part shade, as long as they are planted in moist, rich 

soil. 

 Water deeply once a week, and maybe more, if the weather is particularly hot or dry. 

 Hydrangea fertilization needs vary greatly, depending on your intended bloom color. Cer-

tain elements of the fertilizer affect the soil pH, which is a major determinant of bloom 

color in the pink/blue hydrangea varieties. 



How to Adjust Hydrangea Color 

Hydrangeas may produce pink, blue, or lavender blooms, depending on where it’s planted 

and how it’s fed. The presence of aluminum in the plant ultimately determined the color, and 

pH affect the uptake of aluminum. Alakaline soils, pH of 6.0 or more, are more likely to pro-

duce pink blooms, and more acidic soils, pH of 4.5 to 5.5, produce blue flowers. 

Pink hydrangeas can be turned blue by applying aluminum sulfate to lower the pH and add 

aluminum to the soil. Applying lime to raise the pH level will help blue hydrangeas turn pink. 

If your soil doesn’t natural produce very blue or very pink hydrangea flowers, you may need 

to grow your hydrangeas in containers or raised beds to achieve the desired color. If you do 

attempt to change the color of your blooms by adding these minerals, dilute them well, and 

add sparingly. It is very easy to scorch your plants by adding too much. White hydrangeas are 

not affected by efforts to change bloom color. 

Using Hydrangeas for Cut-Flower Arrangements 

 Cut them just as blooms fully develop. 

 Cut your flowers in the early morning, before the sun comes up to evaporate some of 

their moisture. 

 Cutting at diagonal will allow the stem to take in the most amount of water, some people 

will even cut slits or fray the ends of the stems a little. 

 Place your freshly cut flowers in a bucket of cool water to soak for an hour or two before 

arranging your final product. 

 Use a commercial floral preservative to get the best results. This will feed your flowers, 

maintain a constant pH, and will serve as an anti-microbial to prevent premature decay. 

You should be able to find this at a local nursery. 

 Keep in mind that many gardeners and florists complain that hydrangeas wilt faster than 

other cut flower and may require a little extra planning. 

 Keep it out of drafty areas and direct sunlight to prevent the flowers from drying. 


